CREATING A VISION:
ADAPTING TEXT TO SCREEN- GRAPHIC NOVEL PROJECT
Final Goal:  Pitch- present- your adaptation of a current graphic novel, piece of literature, children’s story or old “classic” film for production as a full length movie to a “movie studio.”  Improve upon the original.

Your class and I will vote; our three favorite ideas get 75 pts extra credit.
REQUIRED ELEMENTS:
100 pts each.                           Total Value:  500 pts
· Story Outline



· Your Vision:  Demonstrate areas of significant change to
· Plot/subplot (conflict)
· Appeal to an audience
· Characterization

· Symbol

· Theme

· Storyboard w/ Camera Angles -  2 minute sequence

· Screenplay – 3 minute sequence
· Setting/ Location + Casting

Extra Credit Elements:    50 pts each

· Research – incorporate new technology/scientific/historical discovery into your adaptation.
Each element must be presented as part of your final pitch.  Elements may be in any of the following formats:

· Powerpoint

· Posterboard  ( 1full size/element – see LMC)

· Video
· Storyboard/ FLIP BOOK  (8X10 or larger)
· Business style (easel) Flip Chart

· Digital Media – other (use programs you discovered in DM project – see me for approval.)
Any text needs to be word processed or presented as art (marker/pen and ink/ calligraphy, etc.)  Any images need to be represented through printed media, pen and ink,  Xerox, b&w or color copies of your graphic novel or original artwork…NO PENCIL.  Sections with pencil or “hand written in pen” will be disallowed from your presentation, and take a 25 point deduction in the gradebook. 
ELEMENTS OF THE PRESENTATION:  TEXT TO SCREEN
I. Original Story Outline – Word Processed.  Title and author’s name.
· Meet the Players:

· Provide a w.p. bio/description of protagonist , antagonist, plus any  other major players

· Provide at least one image per character
· Plotline:   Either:
· A. Graph a Timeline of major events of original text.  

· Plot= rising & falling action, crisis point, resolution 

· Provide at least three images 

· Approx. ten elements

OR
· B.  Outline major events of original through pp slides/ combine text/ images. 

· Plot= rising & falling action, crisis point, resolution
· Provide at least three images 

· Approx ten bullet points/ events

THEN…

· Explain/ defend your choice:  

· What appeals to an audience in the original text?
· What are the problems with the original text?

VALUE:  100 PTS


Due:  
_________________
II. Director’s Vision:  Your Adaptation – IMPROVE ON THE ORIGINAL

Propose a new title for your film or provide new art/ vision for a remake with same title.  

Using both printed explanation and images, present specific areas of your story where you want to SIGNIFICANTLY alter the original text.  Include your rationale for doing so for each section - Explain why the original is weak, and why your addition/change is stronger, and why each change appeals to a modern audience.  Choose 4:

· A.  Strengthening the Plot (conflict)

· B.  Adding a subplot

· C.  Improving on Character/ Characterization

· D.  Adding or improving upon a Symbol

· E.  Changing Theme

* You may choose to keep any ONE of the above identical to the original text IF you substitute an adaptation in Motif, Irony or Foreshadowing.

VALUE:  100 PTS


Due:  
_________________

III. Storyboard with Camera Angles -  2 minute sequence / 5 sec. per frame.
A. Create a storyboard using any or a combo of the following:

· camera still shots, 
· original art,   *no pencil- charcoal/ pen & ink/ colored pencil ok
· images from original text/ comic/ internet

B. Demonstrate variety, creativity and purposeful, insightful control of what the audience sees by using at least seven of the techniques outlined in your Camera Techniques packet.  Every storyboard will include:
· Establishing shot 

· Shot/reverse/shot
· Close-up

· Transitions between scenes (Fade/ dissolve, etc.)

· Any three (3) other techniques specific to the packet, LABELED.
· Rationale section:  Word process- explain your 3 favorite shots.  Justify your choice – how does your “shot” assist in telling the story?

VALUE:  100 PTS


Due:  
_________________

IV. Screenplay:
Using professional screenplay formatting, create a three (3) minute screenplay for any section of your proposed film.  Include:

· Slugline
· Action
· Character Name
· Parentheticals
· Dialogue
· Camera Angles
· Reference the following:  http://www.scriptfrenzy.org/howtoformatascreenplay
VALUE:  100 PTS


Due:  
_________________

V. Location/ Setting + Casting
A. For each of the major players in your Proposed Story, provide:

· The name of the character

· An artistic vision of the character from the text/ your adaptation 

· A head shot /full body shot of the actor/actress

· Name, age and 1-2 pertinent roles the actor/actress has played 

· Salary earned on last picture for top three players: Protagonist/ Antagonist/ Supporting actor/actress 

· Total estimated casting budget needed for your film.

B. For at least three scenes in your proposed film, provide

· Images of setting provided in the original text, OR

· Word processed description of setting taken from text

· Images, either real or downloaded, of actual locations where you would film.  (ie – Lord of the Rings – New Zealand)

· Name of the site (ie: Penitents’ Square) and geographical locale (ie: Vatican City, Rome)   

Be prepared to defend your choices during 2 minute question period.

VALUE:  100 PTS


Due:  
_________________

E.C.    Historical/ Scientific/ Technological Research
Citing all sources using MLA format, print out a one page, word processed report- 

Show new historical research, 
Show new scientific discovery or 
Show new advance in technology…

 that makes your adaptation topical or cutting edge.  
· Include pictures in this section.  If your images come from a different source than your information…CITE THE SOURCE.  
· Explain (approx 2 par.) how the information you printed out becomes a selling point for your movie adaptation, as well as how you might “bend the science” or “cheat history a bit” in order to fit your story.
VALUE:  50  PTS


Due:  
_________________
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